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SUBJECT: AZOREAN REGIONAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT CRITICIZES PRIME 
MINISTER SOARES' NOVEMBER 17 MEMORANDUM 

SUMMARY: AZOREAN REGIONAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT ALVARO MONJARDINO HAS 
CRITICIZED STRONGLY THOSE PORTIONS OF PRIME MINISTER SOARES' 

NOVEMBER 17 MEMORANDUM CALLING POR A NATIONAL LEVEL INTER-PARTY 
AGREEMENT ON QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE AUTONOMOUS REGIONS. IN 
PARTICULAR, MONJARDINO OBJECTED TO THE PRIME MINISTER'S CALL POR 
OPPOSITION PARTY SUPPORT POR THE RAPID ENACTMENT OF A DEFINITIVE 
STATUTE OF AUTONOMY FOR THE AZORES AND POR ANOTHER FORMAL 
REPUDIATION OP SEPARATISM BY THE REGIONAL ASSEMBLY. WHILE THE 
POLITICALLY UNALIGNED MONJARDINO OSTENSIBLY SPOKE ONLY POR HIMSELP, 

HIS STAND IS SUPPORTED BY THE AZOREAN REGIONAL GOVERNMENT(RGA). 

1. IN A PUBLIC RESPONSE TO THE SOARES MEMORANDUM DECEMBER 6, 
MONJARDINO REJECTED THE PRIME MINISTER'S SUGGESTION THAT QUESTIONS 
CONCERNING REGIONAL AUTONOMY SHOULD BE DECIDED SOLELY BY THE 
POLITICAL PARTIES AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL. HE INSISTED THAT ANY 
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EVENTUAL INTER-PARTY PLATPORM AGREEMENT AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL 
SHOULD RESERVE TO THE PARTIES AT THE REGIONAL LEVEL THE RIGHT TO 
WORK OUT AGREEMENTS ON ESSENTIALLY REGIONAL MATTERS. MOREOVER, IN 
AN INDIRECT REPERENCE TO THE SOCIALIST PARTY'S TIGHT DOCTRINAL 
LEASH OVER ITS AZOREAN APPILIATE, HE ARGUED THAT IT WOULD BE 
DISASTROUS POR ANY NATIONAL PARTY TO IMPOSE ITS WILL ON ITS 
REGIONAL COUNTERPART ON ESSENTIALLY REGIONAL QUESTIONS WITHOUT THE 
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EXPRESSED AND CONSCIOUS ENDORSEMENT BY THE REGIONAL PARTY. 

2. MONJARDINO ALSO VOICED OBJECTION TO SOARES' CALL EOR AN 
EXTRAPARLIAMENTARY AGREEMENT ON A TIMETABLE FOR THE RAPID 
ADOPTION OF A DEFINITIVE STATUTE OF AUTONOMY FOR THE REGION WHICH, 

HE ALLEGED, THE PRIME MINISTER SEEMED TO PLACE AS A PRECONDITION FOR 
THE ACCELERATION OF THE TRANSFER OF THE "PERIPHERAL SERVICES " 

(THOSE SERVICES CURRENTLY ADMINISTERED BY THE NATIONAL MINISTRIES 
AND DEPARTMENTS) TO REGIONAL GOVERNMENT CONTROL. HE NOTED THAT 
THE EXISTING PROVISIONAL STATUTE OF AUTONOMY PLACED NO ENCUMBRANCE 
ON THE FUNCTIONING OF THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT, AND OBSERVED THAT 
THE NATION HAD ALREADY SUFFERED FROM TOO MANY LAWS ENACTED IN 
HASTE. WHILE CONCEDING THAT PERHAPS THE MANDATE OF THE CURRENT 
REGIONAL ASSEMBLY SHOULD NOT EXPIRE WITHOUT THE BODY'S VOTING ON A 
DEFINITIVE STATUTE, HE SUGGESTED THAT THE PROPOSED LAWS WOULD BE 
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TIMED TO EMERGE TOO LATE TO BE CONSIDERED, AND ALTERED, BY THE 
PRESENT NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 

3. THE REGIONAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT ALSO TOOK SERIOUS EXCEPTION TO 
WHAT HE FELT WAS AN IMPLICIT THREAT IN THE SOARES MEMORANDUM THAT 
THE "END OF CENTRALIST PRACTICES " IN GENERAL SHOULD BE DEPENDENT 
UPON A FORMAL REPUDIATION OF SEPARATISM BY THE REGIONAL ASSEMBLY. 
HE RECALLLED THAT THE REGIONAL ASSEMBLY HAD ALREADY GONE ON 
RECORD AS OPPOSING SEPARATISM. HE SAID THAT PRESSURE TO DO SO ONCE 
AGAIN, WHICH SMACKED OF PRACTICES UNDER THE SALAZAR REGIME, WOULD 
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PROVE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE TO THE DESIRED AIM. 

4. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH OSTENSIBLY SPEAKING FOR HIMSELE AS A 
REGIONAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT WITH NO PARTY AEEILIATION, MONJARDINO'S 
VIEWS ON AUTONOMY COINCIDE IN MOST RESPECTS WITH THOSE OF RGA 
PRESIDENT MOTA AMARAL. HIS STATEMENT MAY EVEN HAVE BEEN COORDINATED 
WITH THE RGA. THE HIGHLY RESPECTED MONJARDINO APPARENTLY CHOSE TO 
MAKE HIS POSITION KNOWN NOW IN ORDER TO PUT WHATEVER NATIONAL 
GOVERNMENT THAT EMERGES FROM THE PRESENT CRISIS ON NOTICE THAT 
ANTIPATHY TO ANY EORMULA FOR AUTONOMY IMPOSED EROM OUTSIDE THE 
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REGION EXTENDS BEYOND THE PSD-RULED REGIONAL GOVERNMENT. 

5. RGA PRESIDENT MOTA AMARAL, LIKE MONJARDINO, STEADFASTLY 
OPPOSES THE DRAFTING OF A DEFINITIVE STATUTE OF AUTONOMY NOW 
BECAUSE HE SUSPECTS THAT THE CURRENT PS/PCP NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
MAJORITY , WHICH WOULD HAVE THE FINAL SAY ON SUCH LEGISLATION, WOULD 
VOTE TO RESTRICT THE FAIRLY AMPLE POWERS GRANTED THE REGION UNDER 
THE EXISTING PROVISIONAL STATUTE. FOR BOTH MOTA AMARAL AND 
MONJARDINO, THE NEED IS NOT FOR A NEW STATUTE, BUT RATHER FOR THE 
AUTONOMY RIGHTS ATTRIBUTED IN PRINCIPLE TO THE REGION UNDER THE 
PROVISIONAL STATUTE TO BE RESPECTED IN PRACTICE BY THE CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT. MOTA AMARAL, IN FACT, SENT TO LISBON LAST WEEK AN 
UNUSUALLY STRONGLY WORDED NOTE DENOUNCING THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 
FOR INTENTIONAL FOOT-DRAGGING IN TURNING OVER PERIPHERAL SERVICES 

TO THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT IN VIOLATION OF THE PROVISIONAL STATUTE. 
MOTA AMARAL PROPOSES TO EXPLORE THE MAXIMUM THE POSSIBILITIES 
FOR REGIONAL AUTONOMY UNDER THE PROVISIONAL STATUTE BEFORE EVEN 
CONSIDERING A DEFINITIVE LAW. AND UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WOULD 
HE RISK SUBMITTING A PROPOSED DEFINITIVE LAW FOR THE NATIONAL ASSEM- 
BLY APPROVAL (AND MODIFICATION) UNTIL CONVINCED THAT THE BODY'S COM- 
POSITION AND DISPOSITION HAD BEEN ALTERED TO FAVOR THE AMPLE 
REGIONAL AUTONOMY HE SEEKS. 
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